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On June 28, 1914, the TRAGEDY of Ww|

he assassination of Archduke
nand, the heir to the throne of
Ngary. Austria claimed Serbig

résponsible, leading to Countries from

around the world to become involved in g

conflict that lasteq longer than anyone had
¥ith tensions already running R . expected and that Caused tremendoys
$sassination precipitated a rapid descent into World War 1. First, SUﬁermg and death.
ustria-Hungary gained German sy

sent Serbia an ultimatum, worded in a way that
*ceptance unlikely. Serbia Pproposed arbitration to
Spute, but Austna—Hungary instead declared war on July 28, 1914,
tactly 2 month after Ferdinand’s death. By the following week,
ermany, Russia, France, Belgium, Montenegro and Great Britain
&d all been drawn into the conflict, and other countries like the
nited States would enter later. Overall, more than 9 million soldiers
nd nearly that many civilians would die in fighting that lasted until
B18." Cnvistmas Truce of 1914
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TRAGEDY LIKE THE WORLD HAS NEVER SEEN

They were direct from the line and their faces were white and drawn
and ther eyes glassy from lack of sleep. There were great husky men
with the pain of gaping wounds and dreadfully discolored trench
B s e i WWI saw some of the most brutal warfare

road_ther hands on each other’s shoulders and their leader some yet. Machine guns, long range artill
bedraggled. bandaged, imping youngster.” Sister Helen Dore, a g g g ery, and

S i oo new types of rifles were used on the
battlefield. Gas warfare was first seen. This
weapon could burn skin, blind, and choke
opponents.

“The horrible part of tis the siow lingering death of those who
are gassed. | saw some hundred poor fellows laid out in the

- open slowly with water in their lungs™
TRENCH WARFARE ~ ooy e

Conditions in the trenches were horrific.
Soldiers were exposed to lice, rats, flooding,
freezing temperatures, human waste, disease,
and corpses of the dead
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freezing temperatures. human waste. disease
and compses of the dead
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mildew, rotting vegetation and the stink which
rises from the decomposing bodies of men and
animals. This smell seems a permanent feature of mmmmmmmﬂ
the firing line”. British soldier. €xs, Jomn with a mixture of water and urine. The trench is
nothing more than a strp of water. The sides cave
in behind you, as you pass, with a soft sither. We
ourselves are transformed into statues of ciay. with
mud even in one’s very mouth.” French soider. £xs
John.




In the winter of 1914, as soldiers on opposing sides were
beginning to realize the horrors of World War |, Allied and
German troops came together, defying their commanding
officers orders, and celebrated familiar Christmas traditions
to both sides, resulting in a remarkable unification of
soldiers, and creating an unbelievable truce in the middle of

wartime tragedy.

THE CHRISTMAS TRUCE

TRIUMPH ON DECEMBER 25,1914

Christmas eve, Allied and German soldiers
on the western front began meeting in no
man’s land for small truces, despite some

rpem———————— L initial officers’ orders to stay in their
e trenches. The soldiers celebrated
Christmas together as friends. They
exchanged wine, cigars, food, pictures,
addresses, and even played football
matches. Most gunfire ceased and peace
TRIUMPHED over violence that day. The
soldiers even helped bury each others’
dead.

Just about the time when CIstmas eve was Menping o
Chastmas.
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THE CHRISTMAS TRUCE

TRIUMPH ON DECEMBER 25, 1914

Christmas eve, Allied and German soldiers
on the western front began meeting in no
man'’s land for small truces, despite some

initial officers’ orders to stay in their
trenches. The soldiers celebrated
Christmas together as friends. They

\ard a German singing Holy Night of course in German, naturally. Then exchanged wine, cigars, food, pictures,
_awwmmumdcmgmmwm
st acroms o man's land t us. These Germans shouted out, What about addresses, and even played football
't
o o w:::,;z;:;mz::’;"m“xa?‘:&i, matches. Most gunfire ceased and peace

oo we were allowed — a iited number of us — our officers allowed 2 TRIUMPHED over violence that day. The
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i Wison from Grenadier Guards. moer s Wse soldiers even helped bury each others’
dead.

“Just about the time when Christmas eve was merging into

400 yards away.” Private P K King. Nasonsl Wi Museam and
Memoral

“It's been the strangest Christmas | ever had. Last night
about 8, the guns went quiet. That's when we heard the
“First the Germans would sing one of their carols and then we would singing. At first, it was just one voice singing in German.
shog ol s, (il when e up ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful *I got one of them to write his We didn't understand the words, but we ail knew the tune
s oined in singing the same hymn 1o the name and address on a It was Silent Night. They had the same carol as us. Next
5""‘ " “"‘" y B et ok e e raaly a snok postcard as a souveni thing, we was all joining in, s0 you could hear English
Adeste g i bolhunum i Rifleman C H. Brazier. Grant voices singing it all down the line. More Germans joined in.
mw:*:‘:_m wa;m = RO And we was all singing it together. Them with their words
middie Matcral 4N e and Memonal and us with ours. And the next thing | knew, there were
hundreds climbing out of the trenches.” British soldier.
Schoo Rade - Assambles KS2 - Chvistmas Truce 1914

STILLE NACHT. HEILIGE NACHT.
ALLES SCHLAFT, EINSEM WACHT
NUR DAS TRAUTE HOCHHEILIGE PAAR
HOLDER KNABE IM LOCKIGEN HAAR,
Wrat 5 sirangs Christmas eve t was! Soldiers from both 1 shouled 10 0ur anemies thal w didn't wish 10 shoot and that we make & SCHIAF IN HIMNLISCHER RUH!
wdes wnging 10 sach ofher. songs, hymns, and carols, and ) SCHLAF IN HIMNLISCHER RUH!
waling weound torfees. We came out of the trenches later with aneh other. First there wans silenice, then | shouted once more, invited
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matches. Most gunfire oeased and peace
TRIUMPHED over violence that day. The
soldiers even helped bury each others’
dead.
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“It's been the strangest Christmas | ever had. Last night
about 8, the guns went quiet. That's when we heard the

“First the Germans would sing one of their carols and then we would singing. At first, it
irst, it was just one voice singing in German

sing one of ours. until when we started up ‘'O Come All Ye Faithful
e Germans immediately joined in singing the same hymn to the
Latin words Adeste Fideles. And | thought. well, this is really a most
extraordinary thing — two nations both singing the same carol in the
muddie of @ war ™ Naioral WW Museum and Memoral

“| got one of them to write his
name and address on a
postcard as a souvenir.”

Rifileman C.H. Brazier. Grant
RG

We didn't understand the words, but we all knew the tune
It was Silent Night. They had the same carol as us. Next
thing, we was all joining in, o you could hear English
voices singing it all down the line. More Germans joined in
And we was all singing it together. Them with their words

and us with ours. And the next thing | knew, there were

hundreds climbing out of the trenches. " British soldier.
School Radio - Assembles KS2 - Christmas Truce 1914

STILLE NACHT, HEILIGE NACHT.
ALLES SCHLAFT, EINSEM WACHT.
NUR DAS TRAUTE HOCHHEILIGE PAAR
HOLDER KNABE IM LOCKIGEN HAAR
SCHLAF IN HIMNLISCHER RUH!

What a strange Chrstmas eve t was Soldiers from both
SCHLAF IN HIMNLISCHER RUH!

1 shouted to our enemies that we didn't wish to shoot and that we make a
Chistmas truce. | said | would come from my side and we could speak
with each other. First there was silence, then | shouted once more, invited
them. and the British shouted: "No shooting!” Then a man came out of the
and so we came together and we
shook hands - a bit cautiously!” Captain Josef Sewald of Germany's 17th

sdes sngIng 10 each other songs, hymns, and carols, and
walking around bonfires. We came out of the trenches later
on 1 e everng. and wert into supports. And for once we
were sorry 10 leave he renches for we felt ‘Christmas day In
e venches was gong o be 3 remarkable day. Even on
Crestroas eve he frng caased by common consent. At
St Yo o dock on Chnstmas morning a German band
carme ot of he Yenches and played carols ” Lance Corporal
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1 remember very well Christmas, | remember the
Christmas Day when the German and the French
soldiers left their trenches, went to the barbed
wire between them with champagne and
cigareties in their hands and had feeling® of
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example of chivalry in the depths of war, but rather a tale of subversion T e & RO A TN Rl i 5
when the men on the ground decided they were not fighting the same war as Cealia S i 5 k—«t.f Upaliodny Joak e
their superiors. With no man's land sometimes spanning just 100 feet, L pe v Ga 4»:1 4 o aleon, Tis
enemytmopswesodoeemalmeyowld hear each other and even smell 3 3 - 5z o / ‘
their cooking. The commander of the Britsh Second Corps, General Sit SRR, 5 1 g
Horace Smith-Dorrien, believed this proximity posed ‘the greatest danger” to
the morale of soldiers and told Divisional Commanders to explicitly prohibit
wmnmsfmumewmmgnemy'lnammussuedon Dec. 5, he
wamed that: “troops in trenches in close proximity to the enemy slide very
easiy, i permitted to do so, nto a ve and let lve' theory of lfe. iea war
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ATRUCE NOT FORGOTTEN

LONG TERM IMPACT

The Christmag truce is 5 TRIUMPH over
the TRA

GEDY of war. ltis a TRIUMPH of
humang’ desire for Peace. |t jg
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