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HISTORICAL SKETCH

The Indiana Jewish Historical Society was founded in 1972 to collect, preserve and publish
material involving two hundred years of Jewish life in Indiana. The organization aims to
gather and preserve the records of synagogues, temples and societies; Jewish life cycle
demonstrations, such as Bar Mitzvah certificates, Confirmation certificates, Katubbot
(marriage contracts); personal memorabilia, scrapbooks and diaries; burial and cemetery
records; government documents such as naturalization records; newspaper and magazine
articles; and photographs.

Another goal of the Indiana Jewish Historical Society is to provide data not always
available to historians, scholars and authors, thus helping to provide an awareness of the
role played by Jews and Jewish communities in the creation of the religious climate of
Indiana.

The IJHS founders ensured that the Jewish experience throughout the state would be
preserved and conveyed. They began an annual publication, Indiana Jewish History,
which recorded:

e settlers in Richmond and Terre Haute in 1818

e the beginning of the Fort Wayne congregation in 1848 and the dedication of the
Madison synagogue in 1855

e stores founded more than 100 years age in Plymouth, Wabash, Huntington, and
North Manchester

e the role of the Lafayette congregation in the Reform movement in the late 19th
century and the history of self-help organization in the community, beginning in
1907

e a forum which brought W.E.B. Du Bois of the NAACP and other speakers to
Hammond during the heyday of the Ku Klux Klan life in Muncie and Columbia
City in the 20th century

Sources: Preface and Introduction from A Users Guide to the Indianapolis Holdings of the
Indiana Jewish Historical Society.



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection contains the records of the Indiana Jewish Historical Society. It has been
received by the Indiana Historical Society in multiple accessions. When it was received the
collection included the unprocessed archives of the IJHS, which contained materials from
across the state, as well as from Henderson, Kentucky, which related to all aspects of
Jewish life in Indiana. The collection also includes the administrative records of the IJHS
organization. Former 1JHS president and primary archivist Joseph Levine is represented
throughout the collection in hand-written notes, donation information, correspondence and
personal papers. Where possible, original order has been maintained in the IJHS
administrative records. Order has been imposed on the archival materials, which were
received in no particular order when accessioned. This order is primarily geographical, and
chronological within series and subseries.

This collection is divided into four major series. The first series includes records from the
Fort Wayne Jewish community (boxes 1-7); series two is from the Indianapolis community
(boxes 7-10); series three represents all other Indiana cities and towns that have
contributed information to the Indiana Jewish Historical Society (boxes 11-20), along with
Jewish community materials from Henderson, Kentucky; and series four contains records
from statewide organizations (boxes 20-24). Future additions and donations will be added
as received and will be retained by towns and communities. There will be no attempt to
interfile additions with the original collection.

Series 1: Fort Wayne, 1838-2000: Among the Fort Wayne materials are records and
publications of the city's two primary congregations, Congregation B’nai Jacob (1952—
2000) and Congregation Acduth Vesholom (1848-1998). B'nai Jacob material includes
files and records for men's and women's organizations, temple information, newsletters,
and activities. Acduth Vesholom files contain information on anniversaries, temple
construction, sisterhood and brotherhood meetings, newsletters, historical information, and
two sets of slides from events in 1975. Other Fort Wayne groups include the Jewish
Federation of Fort Wayne, B'nai B'rith, and Hadassah. Records of these groups include
minutes, newsletters, membership information and activities. Additional Fort Wayne
material includes photographs, a small collection of artifacts, one videotape, four bound
volumes, individual and family files and genealogies, and general historical information.

Series 2: Indianapolis, 1917-2000: Indianapolis items include records, correspondence,
minutes, and the religious, social, and political activities of several congregations including
Congregation B'nai Torah, Congregation Beth-El Zedeck, Indianapolis Hebrew
Congregation, and Etz Chaim (1922-96). The section also comprises the records of
numerous Indianapolis Jewish organizations including B'nai B'rith, the Jewish Federation
of Greater Indianapolis, the Jewish Community Center, among others. There also are
biographical and genealogical files for prominent individuals, families and rabbis. Also
included are photographs and one artifact.



Series 3: Indiana Cities and Towns, 1829-2000: The records also contain information on
the Jewish presence in 54 other Indiana cities and towns. Included in this section are
materials related to Congregation Adas Israel of Henderson, Kentucky. Some of the more
prominent areas with a substantial amount of material include Elkhart, Evansville, Gary,
Hammond, Lafayette, Ligonier, Michigan City, Marion, Muncie, South Bend and Terre
Haute. Materials include congregational records and activities, fraternal and charitable
organizations, and the files of individuals.

Series 4: Statewide, 1905-1997: Records for state organizations include B'nai B'rith
(district grand lodge and women’s divisions). The bulk of this series contains the
operational and organizational records of the Indiana Jewish Historical Society and their
archives. Archival materials include black and white photographs and artifacts. Indiana
Jewish Historical Society records include meeting minutes and related materials,
correspondence, annual meeting materials, financial information, organizational documents
and newsletters (1969-97). A subseries is dedicated to the personal and organizational
records of former IJHS president and primary archivist, Joseph Levin (1977-92).



SERIES CONTENTS

Series 1. Fort Wayne, 1838-2000
CONTENTS

Congregation B'nai Jacob, 1952-95
Financial Ledger, 1952-59
Miscellaneous Programs, 1930-96
Sisterhood Directory, 1972-73
Congregation History, 1994

Ark News Clippings, 1995

Congregation Achduth Vesholom,1848-1998
Document Panels, 1876-1959

Congregation History, 1880

“Three Bulletins Found in the Cornerstone,” ca. 1916

Members List, 1916

75" Anniversary Booklet, October 2 1923
Sisterhood Yearbook, 1938-39
100" Anniversary Booklet, 1948
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Indiana Jewish Chronicle 100™ Achduth Vesholom
Anniversary Issue, April 23 1948
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New Building Dedication, April 1961
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Congregation Temple Sisterhood Directory, 1972-73
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125" Annual Meeting Panels, ca. 1973

Flag Raising, June 14 1975 (1 of 2)
Slides: 187-199
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Slides: 200-212

June 1975 (1 of 2)
Slides: 213-226

June 1975 (2 of 2)
Slides: 227-239

140™ Anniversary Talk, Joe Levine, May 1988
Temple Directories, 1988-95

14™ Annual Meeting Program, May 21 1992
First Bar Mitzvah Boy Performance, 1993
“Our Story,” 1995

“Art of Achduth VVesholom Temple,” ca. 1992

“Service of Tribute: A Grateful Congregation
Remembers” VHS, August 18 1995

150" Anniversary, 1998
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Memorial Notices, n.d.

Congregation Youth, ca. 1921

Honor Roll, n.d.

Temples, 1848-76

Buildings, n.d.

Temple, n.d.

Miscellaneous

Fort Wayne Jewish Federation,1966-96

By-Laws, ca. 1966

Allocations Committee, 1972

52" Annual Meeting, 1973
Fundraising Campaign, 1973-74
“JWF Report,” March 1974

53" Annual Meeting, 1974
Membership Lists, 1975
Miscellaneous Programs, 1975-96
Allocation Manual, 1976
Federation Mailings, 1972-73

Federation Mailings, 1974
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Federation Mailings, 1975-n.d.
Board of Directors Minutes, May 1982—-June 1983
Board of Directors Minutes, Aug. 1983-June 1985

Board of Directors Minutes, Sep. 1985-June 1987

Federation History, 1992

Fort Wayne Self-Study, 1960-62

Project Materials, 1961

Self-Study Committee Minutes, 1961

Self-Study Notes, Joseph Levine, 1961

FWJF Community Lists, 1961

FWJF Board Minutes, 1961 (Folder 1 of 2)

FWJF Board Minutes, 1961 (Folder 2 of 2)

B’nai Jacob Sisterhood Minutes, 1961

B’nai Jacob Correspondence, 1961

Achduth Vesholom Sisterhood Directories, 1960-62
Achduth Vesholom Committee Members, 1960-62
Achduth VVesholom New Building, 1961

Achduth Vesholom Event Calendar, 1961

Achduth Vesholom Religious School, 1961
Achduth Vesholom Board of Trustees Minutes, 1961
Achduth Vesholom Correspondence, 1961

Hadassah Directory, 1960-61
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Miscellaneous Event Invites and Programs, 1961
Fort Wayne History, n.d.—1994

“Builders of Greater Fort Wayne,” n.d.

Fort Wayne Jewish History, n.d.

“The Jewish Beginnings,” n.d.

Family Directories, n.d.

Fort Wayne Sentinel, August 12 1914

Hebrew Community Center Cornerstone Laying
Article, June 6, 1930

“Streets of Fort Wayne” Booklet, 1953
News Clippings, 1960-78

Bicentennial, 1993-94
Individuals, 1838-96

Hand-Stitched Jewish Community Quilt, n.d.

For Wayne “Personalities” Questionnaires, 1973
“Jewish Professionals in Fort Wayne.” 1972
Baitcher, Eilene, 1992

(Baum), Rose Cahn Certificate of Confirmation,
May 20, 1885

Baum, Joseph and Rose Marriage License,
June 20, 1900

Baum, Joseph and Rose Marriage Certificate,
June 20, 1900
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Baum, Ruth Certificate of Confirmation, May 19,
1918

Baum, Ruth High School Diploma, June 16, 1920

Baum, Ruth BA in Philosophy Diploma, ca. 1924

Baum, Ruth Stenographic Course Certificate,
July 3, 1925

Baum, Minnette, 1932—n.d.

Baum Sisters Tribute Platter, 1923

Brenn, Earl, 1989

Brosler, William Prayer Books, 1908-17
Brosler, William Army Documents, 1917-19
Brosler, William JWV Appointment, 1956
Brosler, William Awards, 1970-91

Brosler, William Volunteer Service Award, Mar. 1977

Brosler, William “Honorary Son of B’nai Jacob”
Award, March 23, 1996

Brosler, William and Clara, 1973-74
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Brosler, Clara Flagpole Dedication Scrapbook, 1975

Brosler, William “Memories from WW!I” Scrapbook,
1918-19

Brosler, William “Memories from WWI” Scrapbook
Covers, n.d.

Brosler, William “Memories from WW]1” Loose
Photographs, 1918-19

Brosler, William “This Is Your Life” Scrapbook,
1937-78

Brosler, William Travel Scrapbook, 1973-81
(Folder 1 of 2)

Brosler, William Travel Scrapbook, 1973-81
(Folder 2 of 2)
Brosler, William “100” Scrapbook, March 22 1996

Brosler, William Loose Scrapbook Materials, n.d.

Brosler, William Loose Scrapbook Photographs, n.d.

Brosler, William, October 28, 1988

Brosler, William, n.d.

Brosler, Clara, 1971-72

Brosler, William and Clara, 1919-n.d.

Brosler, William and Clara, n.d.—1969

Brosler, William Miniature Torah Scroll, n.d.
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Brosler, William B’nai B’rith Youth Services Century

Club Plaque, ca. 1996 (2)
Doppelt, Frederic A., 1961
Fine, Charles B., 1963-79

Frank, Marx, n.d.

Freiburger Family, n.d.

Friend, Adele Portrait, n.d.

Gorfinkel, Joseph A., 1973
Gottlieb, Sheldon Fred, ca. 1973

Gottlieb, Sheldon Fred, ca. 1973

Hassan, Isidor, ca. 1978
Hays, John Jacob, n.d.

Heilbroner Family Prayer Book, 1838

Honig, Alex, 1979
Jacobson, Moses Perez, 1945

Komisarow, Marvin

Lichtenstein, Bertha F., ca. 1975

Lichtenstein, Bertha F., ca. 1975

Lip, Stan, ca. 1939

Malay, Leah Cohen, 1951
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Marcu, Stephen M., 1986

Novitsky, Charlotte, 1975

Pollack, Robert Morris Family, 1940s
Price, Herman, 1927

Price, Herman, 1927

Rabin, Yitzhak, November 7 1995
Redelshimer, Sigmund Family, n.d.
Safran, Richard, n.d.

Safran, Richard, n.d.

Salon, Dr. Harry Interview Transcript, March 25, 1982

Samet, Seymour, n.d.

Schwartz, Paul F., 1996

Stein, Betty Edlavitch, n.d.

Stern, Aaron, 1961

Stern, Aaron, 1961

Tourkow, Frederick Reinhold, 1974
Tourkow, Leah, 1993
Weingart, Samuel

Wolf, Harvey, ca. 1983
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B&W Photographs

Wolf, Samuel, ca. 1890s Box 1, Folder 20

Organizations, 1859-1987

Congregation Beth Israel, n.d. B&W Photographs
Box 1, Folder 21
American ORT Chapter-at-Large Gavel, 1981 Acrtifacts:
1999.0551
B’nai B’rith Women Menorah Award, 1983-84 Artifacts:
1999.0551
B’nai B’rith Women Publicity Scrapbook, 1953-54 OMB 0129
Box 4, Folder 2
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, 1975 Box 4, Folder 33
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, 1976 Box 4, Folder 34
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, 1977 Box 4, Folder 35
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, 1978 Box 4, Folder 36
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, 1979 Box 4, Folder 37
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, 1980 Box 5, Folder 1
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, 1981 Box 5, Folder 2
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, 1982 Box 5, Folder 3
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, 1983 Box 5, Folder 4
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, 1984 Box 5, Folder 5
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, 1986-87 Box 5, Folder 6
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Minutes, n.d. Box 5, Folder 7
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Membership Lists, n.d. Box 5, Folder 8
B’nai B’rith Lodge #61 Membership Lists, 197477 Box 5, Folder 9
B’nai B’rith Girls Songbook, n.d. Box 5, Folder 10

B’nai B’rith Youth Ceremony Materials, n.d. Box 5, Folder 11



Hadassah Clippings, 1953-67

Hadassah Scrapbook, 1956-58

Hadassah Scrapbook Loose Clippings, 1956-58
General Hadassah, 1956-64

Hadassah Skits, ca. 1956

Hadassah Directory, 1972

Hadassah Life Membership Lists, 1974-76

Hadassah Photograph, n.d.

Jewish War Veterans, ca. 1975
Ladies Hebrew Benevolent Society, 1911-61

Model Steam Baking Co., ca. 1900

Oddfellows, 1905-06

Synagogue Unity and Peace Dedication, Sep. 23 1859

Grade School Orchestra, ca. 1924

“Jewish Women Look at the Women’s Movement” Playlet by
Harriet Miller, 1974

Newsletters and Bulletins, 1947-2000

Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, January 2 1947
Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, Jan.—Feb. 1961
Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, Mar.—Apr. 1961
Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, May-Sep. 1961

Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, Oct.—Dec. 1961
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Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, April 2, 1974

Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin,
Nov. 1977-Apr. 1984

Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, May-July 1984

Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, 1994-95

Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, 1996
Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, 1997
Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, 1998
Achduth Vesholom Temple Bulletin, 1999
B’nai B’rith Girls Bulletin, 1960

B’nai B’rith Women #120 Bulletin, 1961

B’nai B’rith Women #120 Bulletin, 1976-77

B’nai Jacob Bulletin, 1961

B’nai Jacob Bulletin, December 1992-94
B’nai Jacob Bulletin, 1995

B’nai Jacob Bulletin, 1996

B’nai Jacob Bulletin, 1997

B’nai Jacob Bulletin, 1998

B’nai Jacob Bulletin, 1999-2000
Hadassah Bulletin, Sep. 1957-May 1958
Hadassah Bulletin, 1961-62

Hadassah Bulletin, Sep. 1976-June 1978
FWJF Bulletin, 1961

FWJF Bulletin, 1972-73

FWJF Bulletin, 1974-76
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FWJF Bulletin, 1977-78

FWJF Bulletin, 1979-80

FWJF News, June 1982—Apr. 1983

FWJF Newsletter, Dec. 1989-Apr. 1990
FWJF Newsletter, Apr. 1995-June 1996
FWJF Newsletter, Sep. 1996—March 1998

YWCA “Insights,” Winter 1995
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CONTENTS

General History, 1940s-n.d.
Jewish History Timelines, n.d.

“A Review of Indianapolis Jewry’s Important Part in
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William H. Block Department Store, n.d.

Event at Broadmoor Country Club, ca. 1940s

Governor Hadley Israel Independence Day Proclamation,
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Congregations, 1944-99
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Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation “The Temple
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Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation, 1981-86
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Congregation Knesses Israel, 1944

United Hebrew Congregation Booklets, 1995-97

Individuals, 1917-97

Bernstein, Joseph Family, ca. 1992
Borns, Bob and Sandra, 1992
Boxman, Bradd, 1986

Feulicht, Morris M., 1934-93
Fink, Joseph, ca. 1917

Fink, Joseph, ca. 1917

Fogle, David and Libby, 1992
“The Goldberg Family Tree” Booklet, n.d.
Gray, Ronald, n.d.
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Stein, Henry, 1991

Zweig, Dan and Beth, 1993
Organizations,1921-2000
Miscellaneous Membership Lists, 1975

B’nai B’rith Lodge #58 Invites, 1921

B’nai B’rith Women Chapter 324 Members Quilt, n.d.
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Jewish Community Relations Council, 1950-51

“JCRC Manual for Communities and Committees,”
Binder, 1953-56

JFGI By-Laws Amendment, 1996

JFGI Roll of Honor, October 2000

Jewish War Veterans Post #114, 1993-94

Keren L’Israel Investment Club Minutes, 1996-99
Park Regency Board Minutes, 1998-99
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Minutes, 1972-73
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Executive Committee Minutes, 1974-75
Executive Committee Minutes, 1976-77
Board of Directors Minutes, 1983-87
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Officers and Board of Directors Members, 1980-81
Project Reports, September 1972—September, 1974
Progress Reports, September 1972-July, 1978
Indiana Jewish Federation Surveys, 1977

Indiana Holocaust Survivors, 1978-85
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August 19, 1979

“Religion in Indiana” Project, ca. 1983
Congregations in Indiana, 1989

General Indiana Jewish History, n.d.

Oral History Forms, n.d.

General Records and Publications, 1975-82
General Records and Publications, n.d.
Correspondence and Related, 1976—77
Insurance Policies, 1972-82

Jolev, Inc. Employment Contracts, April 1976
Honeywell Foundation, 1974

Bronstein Foundation, 1980-81

Evans Estate, 1981-83

Grant File, 1976-83

AASLH Membership Certificates, 197477
IJHS Memos, 1974-92

IJHS News Clippings, 1974-92

IJHS Financial Records, 1972-94

First Year Projected Budge, 1972
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Financial Reports, 1981
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Financial Reports, 1984
Financial Reports, 1985
Financial Reports, 1986
Financial Reports, 1987
Financial Reports, 1988
Financial Reports, 1989
Financial Reports, 1990
Financial Reports, 1991

Financial Reports, 1992

Financial Reports, October 1993-July 1994
IJHS Annual Meetings, 1972-94

First Annual Meeting, 1972-73
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Second Annual meeting, 1975
Third Annual Meeting, 1976
Fifth Annual Meeting, 1978
Sixth Annual Meeting, 1979
Seventh Annual Meeting, 1980
Ninth Annual Meeting, 1981
Tenth Annual Meeting, 1982
Eleventh Annual Meeting, 1983

Eleventh Annual Meeting, 1983

Twelfth Annual Meeting, 1984
Thirteenth Annual Meeting, 1985
Fourteenth Annual Meeting, 1986
Fifteenth Annual Meeting, 1987
Sixteenth Annual Meeting, 1988
Seventeenth Annual Meeting, 1989
Eighteenth Annual Meeting, 1990
Nineteenth Annual Meeting, 1991
Twentieth Annual Meeting, 1992
Twenty-First Annual Meeting, 1993
Twenty-Second Annual Meeting, 1994
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1977-79

1980-82
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1983-85

1986-89
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Joseph Levine, 1972-91

Correspondence, n.d.—October, 1974
Correspondence, 1973

IJHS Honorary Members Correspondence, 1973-74
Eli Lilly Correspondence, 1974-76
Correspondence with G. Salinger, 1978

Jewish Civil War Soldiers Correspondence, 1989
“History of Jews in Indiana” Timeline, n.d.
Hand-Written Notes, n.d.

Hand-Written notes, 1972-n.d.

Notes for “Fort Wayne History,” 1979-88

Notes for Speeches, n.d.

Indiana Historical Society Talk Notes, n.d.

“New Approach to American Jewish Local History”
Conference Lecture, October, 1974

“The American Heritage Roots of Greatness,”
December 7, 1975

“The Indiana Jewish Historical Society,” May 17,
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Oral/Folk History,” 1976
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“Intimate Circles: 19" Century German Jewish
Immigrant in North-Eastern Indiana,” 1989

“Americans of Jewish Decent: A Compendium of
Genealogy,” 1971

Joseph Levine Personal, 1977-91

FWJF United Jewish Appeal Certificate, 1981
B’nai B’rith Certificate, ca. 1983

Interview with Adam Levin, May 23 1980

Personal Photographs, ca. 1990

IJHS Photograph Archives, n.d.—-1973

Miscellaneous, n.d.

Miscellaneous Individuals, n.d.
Unidentified Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class, n.d.
Cemetery, n.d.

Event, 1940

Event, 1955

Quebec, n.d.

“Plaque Given to Children,” n.d.

Portrait Negative, n.d.
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Box 24, Folder 19
Box 24, Folder 20
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B&W Photographs
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B&W Photographs
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B&W Photographs
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B&W Photographs
Box 1, Folder 64

B&W Photographs
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B&W Photographs
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B&W Photographs
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Unidentified Temple, n.d.

Hydroplane and West Berry Street Flood Postcards,
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Gorfinkel, Joseph A. of Chicago, ca. 1973

Strauss, Robert and Mortimer of Cleveland, n.d.

1JHS Artifacts, n.d.—1947

Shofar and Pouch, n.d.

Blue and White Star of David Banner, n.d.

Maroon and Gold Star of David Banner, n.d.

Gold Star of David Banner, n.d.

Blue, White and Gold Tallit, n.d. (2)

Two Tefillin in Carrying Pouch, n.d.

Thereisenstadt Ghetto Currency, 1943

Paul Schwartz National Federation of Temple

Brotherhoods Gavel, 1947

Miscellaneous Statewide, 1916-97

The American Israelite 63(3), July 20, 1916

The National Jewish Post, February 14, 1947

B&W Photographs
Box 1, Folder 68

B&W Photographs
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Artifacts:
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Artifacts:
1999.0551

Artifacts:
1999.0551

Artifacts:
1999.0551

Artifacts:
1999.0551

Artifacts:
1999.0551

Artifacts:
1999.0551

Artifacts:
1999.0551

OMB 0129
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Indiana Jewish Chronicle, January 1, 1943 OMB 0129
Box 6, Folder 14

Indiana Jewish Chronicle, September 25, 1953 OMB 0129
Box 6, Folder 15

Indiana Jewish Chronicle, September 21, 1956 OMB 0129
Box 6, Folder 16

Indiana State Federation of Temple Sisterhoods Box 24, Folder 21
District No. 10 Reports, 1954-68

Indiana State Federation of Temple Sisterhoods Box 24, Folder 22
District No. 10 Convention Programs, 1955-68
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January, 1997

Jewish Genealogical Society of Indiana Newsletter, Box 24, Folder 24
Winter, 1997



CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may
lead you to related materials:

1.

Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:
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Click on the "Basic Search" icon.
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