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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Octave Chanute (1832-1910) was born in Paris to Joseph and Eliza (De Bonnaire) Chanute. His parents emigrated
from France to the United States in 1838, and Chanute was educated in private schools in New York City. From 1853
to 1863 he worked in various capacities for Hudson River Railroad. In 1857, he married Annie James of Peoria,
Illinois. As a civic and consulting engineer, Chanute worked mainly in the construction of railroads and railroad
bridges. However, he is known more for his work in the area of aerial navigation. He was probably the first person to
conduct scientific gliding experiments in the United States. In 1896 and 1897 Chanute and his assistants made
hundreds of glides at Dune Park, near Lake Michigan. He also designed a biplane, which the Wright Brothers used as
a model for their designs. Chanute was the author of two influential books, Aerial Navigation (1891) and Progress in
Flying Machines (1894).

No information was found in available resources for R. E. Ackley.

Source: Dictionary of American Biography. New York: Scribner’s, 1964. E176 .D563. Vol. 2, p. 10-11.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection consists of a letter dated 29 August 1904 from Octave Chanute (Chicago, Illinois) to R. E. Ackley
(Rockford, Illinois). Chanute mentions a statement in the American Magazine of Aeronautica concerning the Aero
Club of America.
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