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HISTORICAL SKETCH

  As Benjamin Harrison entered the fourth year of his Presidential term in the spring of 1892, he had alienated some of
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the powerful men of his party, particularly Platt of New York and Quay of Pennsylvania. He was also on guarded
terms with his former Secretary of State, James G. Blaine, who though ill (he died in January 1893) still had a good
deal of political magnetism. He had also been considerably preoccupied with his wife's illness. His renomination was
therefore less assured than is usual for a sitting President.

As time approached for the Republican convention in Minneapolis in June 1892, Harrison's supporters, led by his
friend Louis T. Michener and by Chauncey Depew and Frank Hiscock of New York, organized to secure his
renomination. At a caucus chaired by Depew, they ascertained a "low water mark" of support for Harrison (521 votes),
and proceeded to gather additional strength until they had enough votes to elect William McKinley chairman of the
convention and then to nominate Harrison on the first ballot.

Sources: Materials in collection
Harry G. Sievers, Benjamin Harrison, HoosierPresident, pp. 219-231

SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection consists of one item, a specially bound book of autographs. The title page reads, "Five Twenty-One--
Low Water Mark," with a tipped-in photograph of Benjamin Harrison. There follows a printed page describing the
operation of the "Low Water Mark" Committee, and then, one to a page, autographs of its forty-four members.
Apparently one of these books was made up for each member of the committee. This book has the name of N. D.
Ridout of California printed on the cover (his signature seems to spell the name Rideout).
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