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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Herman Lieber (1832-1908) was a member of a family which came to Indianapolis from Germany following the 1848
revolutions, and made a considerable impact on the business and cultural life of the Hoosier capital. Born in
Dusseldorf, Lieber came to Indianapolis in 1854. He married Mary Metzger, thus making an alliance with another
prominent German family, and their six children married members of the Pfaff, Pantzer, Kothe, and Stempfel families.

Herman Lieber, along with members of the Fletcher banking family, was one of the patrons who made it possible for
T. C. Steele, William Forsyth, and others to study painting in Munich in the early 1880s. The family was involved for
several generations with H. Lieber and Company, a firm specializing in picture frames and framing. Robert Lieber, a
son of Herman, was a pioneer in the film industry, and was a prime mover in building the Circle Theater in
Indianapolis. Carl H. Lieber, another son, was a founder of the Art Association of Indianapolis. Richard Lieber,
leader in conservation and in founding Indiana state parks, was a nephew.

From 1921 to 1950, descendants of the Herman Lieber family met for a family reunion and Thanksgiving dinner—to
begin with at the home of Herman’s son Otto, later mainly at the Athenaeum.

Sources:
Materials in collection.

Dunn, Jacob Piatt. Indiana and Indianans: A History of Aboriginal and Territorial Indiana and the Century of
Statehood. Chicago: American Historical Society, 1919. Vol. 4, pp. 1736-37. General collection: F526.D85 153 1919

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
This collection, filling one small manuscript box, contains three items dating from 1921 to 1950.

In Folder 1 is the scrapbook kept by participants in the Herman Lieber family Thanksgiving dinner from 1921 to 1950.
Letters and other items are tipped in. Occasionally everyone present signs the book. At the end is a list showing
where the dinner was held, how many attended, and what younger member of the family was appointed “secretary.”


http://157.91.92.2/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=CallNumber&SEQ=20030523142334&PID=18006&SA=F526.D85+I53+1919

In Folder 2 is a parody Thanksgiving hymn which was laid in the scrapbook.

In Folder 3 is a memorial booklet published at Carl H. Lieber’s death in 1929, with tributes by Evans Woollen,
Herman W. Kothe, and the Indianapolis Star.
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