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HISTORICAL SKETCH

The Women of the Ku Klux Klan (WKKK) became a branch of the KKK in the 1920s. Some KKK klaverns were
beginning to include women into their secret societies and as a compromise the WKKK was formed so that the regular
KKK would maintain its all male status. There were a few predecessors to the WKKK such as the LOTIEs (Ladies of
the Invisible Empire) and the Kamelia’s. However, the WKKK had the largest following of the women Klan groups.

Indianapolis was chosen as a site to celebrate this organization’s anniversary because it was a central location.
However, in the 1920s, Indiana also had large Ku Klux Klan and Women of the Ku Klux Klan followings. They felt
that by having the meeting here more people would attend. The WKKK was located in Little Rock, Arkansas when
this letter was written.

Sources:
Some information was obtained from the collection.

Blee, Kathleen M. Women of the Klan: Racism and Gender in the 1920s. Berkeley, CA: University of California
Press, 1991.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection contains one letter to the Women of the Ku Klux Klan discussing the anniversary they are about to
celebrate. It discusses their upcoming meeting in Indianapolis to celebrate this anniversary and the types of activities
that will take place at the meeting.
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For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:
1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog: http://opac.indianahistory.org/
2. Click on the "Basic Search" icon.
3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.
4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, SC2766).

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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