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COLLECTION INFORMATION

VOLUME OF 
COLLECTION:

2 boxes of photographs, 
2 boxes of 4x5 acetate negatives, 
2 envelopes of 35 mm acetate negatives

COLLECTION 
DATES:

1920–1981

PROVENANCE: L. S. Ayres, Indianapolis, 1955; Indiana Historical Society,

http://www.indianahistory.org/


1972; Jack C. Householder, Indianapolis, 1968, 1975

RESTRICTIONS: Negatives may be viewed only with the assistance of library
staff.

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION 
RIGHTS:

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society.

ALTERNATE 
FORMATS:

 

RELATED 
HOLDINGS:

L.S. Ayres & Co. Records, 1858–1992 (M0616)

ACCESSION 
NUMBER:

1955.0213, 1968.1111, 1972.1113, 1975.0208, 1975.0406,
1975.0905

NOTES: This is an artificial collection.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

John C. “Jack” Householder, born in Bedford, Pa, worked as a furrier for L. S. Ayres for 50 years. During his employ
there he also photographed the interior and exterior of the building.  Many of those photos are housed in the L.S.
Ayres & Co. Records (M0616).
Householder was a member of the Indianapolis Amateur Archaeological Association and worked for the Indiana
Historical Society’s archaeology program. He conducted and photographed excavations that resulted in finds donated
to the Indiana State Museum and the Indianapolis Children’s Museum. To honor his work with the archaeology
department of Indiana University, Householder was given the Glenn Black Archaeological Award. He died in
Indianapolis 6 August 1987.
Sources:
Garniewicz, Rex, “Prehistoric Archaeology” Indiana State Museum
http://www.in.gov/ism/Exhibits_Collections/Collection/nthst_phar.aspx
Glenn A Black Laboratory of Archaeology, IU Bloomington http://www.gbl.indiana.edu/
Householder, John C. obituary, The Indianapolis Star, August 6, 1987.
Indiana Historical Society. Annual Report, Indianapolis: The Society, 1969-
Reference Room Collection: F521 .I4

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection consists of approximately 300 black-and-white photographs made by Jack Householder from 1920 to
1981. However, the two photos from 1920 are 1955 reprints. The earliest original photo is from 1930 and the bulk of
the images are from the 1940s and 1950s. The photographs are mostly in Marion County, but a few are in Lawrence
and Hamilton Counties. The subjects include buildings, Monument Circle, aerial views of Indianapolis and
surrounding areas, Central State Hospital, businesses, construction sites, street scenes, fires, and Mr. Eli Lilly and the
Angel Mounds site. Of special note are the photographs of the L. S. Ayres downtown store and the last days of
Charles Mayer & Company store.

http://www.in.gov/ism/Exhibits_Collections/Collection/nthst_phar.aspx
http://www.gbl.indiana.edu/


Most of the photographs are dated and identified on the verso. Since the photographs were of varied subjects and from
different sources the processors organized the images by subject and listed each image in the Contents section of the
collection guide. Some of the photographs were accompanied by negatives. The negatives are numbered and stored
separately. These numbers are also written on the verso of the photographs.

CONTENTS

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Buildings-Listed Alphabetically: (26 photos)
Architects & Builders Bldg, 1954
J.I. Case Co., 1952
Diamond Chain Co., 1952 
English Foundation Bldg. construction, 1952 
Farmers Mutual Liability Company, 1952 
Fort Benjamin Harrison building, 1954
Gatling Gun Club, 1976
Gregory & Appel Insurance and Real Estate, 1956 
Hedges Pontiac, 1956
Holliday House Garden Center & Library, 1951 (2) 
Indiana Equipment Company, Inc., 1952
Indiana Lumbermens Mutual Insurance Co., 
1954, 1956 (2) 
Indiana Roof Ballroom, 1949 (interior) 
Indiana University School of Dentistry, 1954 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Pagoda, 1954 (2) 
Inland Container Corporation, 1954 
Jones & Maley Desoto, Plymouth, 1958 
Mallory Plant 1, 1952 
Meridian Street Methodist Church, 1959
Penn Arts Apartments, 1957 
Railroadmen’s Fed. Savings & Loan, Va. Ave., 1954 
H.P. Wasson & Co., 1954 (2)

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 1

Monument Circle Photographs: (13 photos):
Soldiers and Sailors Monument, 1948–52 (5) 
General George Rogers Clark monument, 1976 (2) 
Circle Tower Building., 1954 (3) 
Columbia Club, 1954 (3) 
Guaranty Building, 1954

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 2

Indianapolis Aerial Views: (16 photos)
Indiana State House area, 1946, 1963, 1968 
Western Electric construction, 1948 (2) 
Fall Creek Bridge, 56th and Fall Creek, 1930 
Merchant’s National Bank roof tower, 11 S.
Meridian, 1949, 1952 
Archaeological dig, Indpls, Road 100, n.d. (2)
Indianapolis downtown and neighborhoods, 1950 (5)

Photographs: 
Box 1, Folder 3

L. S. Ayres Construction, replaced Albert Gall
Building, November 1946 (14 photos)

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 4



L. S. Ayres 75th Anniversary, Oct.–Dec. 1947 
(25 photos) “Mementos and Memorabilia” window
displays of vintage dresses, dishes, needlework, etc.

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 5

L.S. Ayres Building Exteriors, 1948–1955, n.d. 
(7 photos)

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 6

L. S. Ayres Interior Views: 1953, 1955 (5 photos) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 7

L. S. Ayres people, 
Ed Irion, Fritz Ayres, unidentified, 1920, 1950, 1955
(7 photos)

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 8

Charles Mayer & Co. Last Days, 1/3/1955–
1/11/1955: (27 photos)

Photographs:
Box1 , Folder 9

Charles Mayer & Co. Last Days, 1/18/1955–
2/15/1955: (27 photos)

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 10

Canary Cottage fire at 46 Monument Circle –
7/2/1953 
(5 photos)

Photographs:
Box 1 , Folder 11

Indiana National Bank: 
Union Security Branch on S. Penn. St., 12/2/1954,
neighborhood branch, 1955 
(5 photos)

Photographs:
Box 1 Folder 12

Indiana National Bank negatives, 21 images 35 mm Acetate Negatives:
Envelope 1

Indiana State Fairgrounds: 
East 38th St. Entrance and Coliseum, 1948 (3 photos)

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 13

Central State Hospital, exterior views, 1981 
(34 photos)

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 1

Central State Hospital, exterior views,1981 
(19 negatives)

35 mm Acetate Negatives:
Envelope 2

Indianapolis Sentinel Building, roof repair project,
2/25/1955–5/15/1957 (12 photos)

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 2

Indianapolis Water Co., 1952 (4 photos) Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 3

[Meadows Apartments] 1948, 1949, 
E. 38th St., east of Fall Creek (4 photos)

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 4

Union Trust Building, last days and new
construction, 2/1/1954, 12/2/1954 (6 photos)

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 5

Store Fires on E. Washington St., Indianapolis,
Hanover Shoes, Block’s, Craig’s Candies, Goldstein

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 6



Brothers, Flagg Brothers, 1/22/1952 (6 photos)

Unidentified Buildings, 1952–1955 (14 photos) Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 7

Construction Sites, Unidentified, 1952–1954 
(6 photos)

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 8

Three old buildings being torn down, n.d. (3 photos) Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 9

Angel Mounds State Memorial, Dedication of
Interpretive Center, Oct 19, 1972 (17 photos) 
Includes list of names identifying participants

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 10

Mr. Lilly with Bob Kiest and cast of Angel Mounds
figurine, Oct 19, 1972 (2 images, multiple copies)

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 11

Indiana State Museum: Displays of 19th century
Women’s Costumes, June 16, 1972 (6 photos)

Photographs
Box 2, Folder 12

Lawrence County: 
Roy Guthrie home, Tunnelton, Ind. (1 photo)
Hamilton County: 
Little Cicero Creek (5 photos)

Photographs
Box 2, Folder 13

Indiana Historical Society: 
Board of Directors, 1973, 1975 
(2 photos)

Photographs
Box 2, Folder 14

Negatives for photographs numbered 1–23 4x5 Acetate Negatives:
Box1

Negatives for photographs numbered 24–45 4x5 Acetate Negatives:
Box 2

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, P0010).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.

http://opac.indianahistory.org/
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